Ultimaker 2 gets tested too

Herbert Blankesteijn

A while ago I wrote about Ultimaker CEO Siert Wijnia's encounter with technology blog Tested at the CES fair in Las Vegas. Being on Tested's video channel does you no harm, to say the least, I wrote. Now Ultimaker is back with a vengeance on Tested. They review the Ultimaker 2 and they sure are happy about it.

Tested's Sean Charlesworth has borrowed an Utlimaker 2 and put it through its paces. He sits down with Will Smith, one of Tested's anchors, for a really in-depth conversation of no less than forty minutes. Just to give you an idea and maybe save you some time, here are a few highlights.

Right off the bat, Sean says he likes the Ultimaker 2 very much. It's faster, it has a finer print resolution and a much bigger print volume. Also, he says, the machine is quiet and pretty. Wow.

By the way, if you want to know how fast, big and quiet, here [https://shop.ultimaker.com/product/8/ultimaker-2] you can find the facts.

In comparison to the competition Sean mentions the Makerbot Replicator which is slightly more expensive at $2900 (Ultimaker 2 comes in at $2500 for US buyers). He notes that Utlimaker 2 has a heated printbed which prevents prints from getting stuck there.

Of course there are much cheaper printers out there: you can have one for $1000 and even less. So what does the difference buy you with an Ultimaker 2, is a good question Will asks. Better quality overall, is Sean's answer. Better bearings, belts, software and more, which translate into better durability and user friendliness.

An example of the latter is the clickwheel Sean demonstrates at about 31 mintues in: you can scroll through menu options on the printer itself and choose options by clicking, which makes for fast and easy operation.

Also both guys appear to like the open source principles Ultimaker honours. If you are enough of a 'maker' you can make an even larger printer out of this one with the information Ultimaker supplies.

Pressed by Will to think of something he doesn't like about the Ultimaker 2, Sean comes up with the filaments the machine uses. It's 3mm thick as opposed to the usual 1.75. That enables faster printing. But users have to pay attention: what the machine needs is more like 2.85. You have to take care not to buy actual 3mm, which is also out there, or the filament might have some problems transporting.

This posting is more or less a review of Tested's review so let me note theirs is not a paid commercial. They're independent and if they don't like a product, they will say so. 

Of course it's a great review but if you press me to say something nasty after all, it's this: I think it's a bit awkward to have the printer stand there all the time without the reviewers doing anything with it, except demonstrating the clickwheel after half an hour. They could have shown the software, they could have let us hear how quiet it is, they could have started a print or shown how big an object they could fit in there - all for some extra entertainment. It's video after all, right?

Other than that, great review guys, thanks!

At the time of writing the video has been online for two days and there have been more than 50.000 views. And counting.

Previously: Siert Wijnia on Tested [https://ultimaker.com/en/stories/view/98-ultimaker-gets-tested].
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