Print a chunk of Edgar Allen Poe

Herbert Blankesteijn

If you are the proud owner of a 3D printer, here's you chance to contribute to a piece of 21st century crowdsourced art. We The Builders, a collective of makers, tinkerers and lovers of 3D printing, wants you to print a piece of Edgar Allen Poe for them. A bust of the famous writer has been digitally cut into 250 parts and anyone can claim one to print and send by mail to We The Builders, who will then assemble the whole thing.

It's not the first time they crowdsource a statue. In 2013 they started on one of George Washington [http://www.wethebuilders.com/projects/4]. 65 people printed 110 chunks of him and the work was finished in February 2014. Here's a photo collection [https://plus.google.com/+ToddBlatt/posts/NCXEyBbMs71], spotted and commented upon, by the way, by Ultimaker founder Erik de Bruijn. It's a small world... ;-) George Washington was on display at various festivals and also on Capitol Hill [http://boingboing.net/2014/08/12/huge-patriotic-statues-crowds.html].

Next up was Benjamin Franklin [http://www.wethebuilders.com/projects/5], who was divided in 200 pieces. 100 people worked on this and the bust was finished in September 2014. A video was made showing in time-lapse the unboxing of 200 mailed-in parcels and the assembly of the final work.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=184&v=IujS6FPfMMc

As you can see, the contributors were allowed to happily choose materials and colors, giving the end result a beautiful surrealistic sense of fun. 'Ben' too was shown all over the place, for instance at the NYC Maker Faire in September 2014.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/epluribus/2015-05-edgar-allen-poe/poe-tchwork.png

And now it's Edgar Allen Poe's turn [http://www.wethebuilders.com/projects/6]. He was chosen because of his ties to Baltimore, where he lived for most of his life. A number of things are different in this project, however. Poe's bust is not a scan of an existing statue but an original, charicature-like work. It's somehow funny even if you don't know what the great writer looked like. The number of blocks he was divided into is 250, so that's another step up. The higher number is chosen not only to allow more people to participate, but also to give those with small 3D printers a chance to participate.

A further change is that you are not entirely free in choosing your color this time around. We The Builders is asking you to use darker colors for the hair and shirt, and lighter ones for the rest of him. But there will still be plenty of room to make the guy look crazy in the end result. The guys at We The Builders threaten to reject yhour print if you don't comply, so make sure you do.

So head on over to We The Builders [http://www.wethebuilders.com/]. Sign up to claim and download your chunk of Edgar Allen Poe and do so quickly: all pieces need to be in on June 4th. Don't miss your chance to contribute to an eternal work of art!

